The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 23 July 2005

Stanley’s e-mail Late Friday afternoon informed me of the FOX HUNT.  But I was already preparing with all the battery charging.  The two 8 volt battery assemblies were okay.  The one 8-cell Icom battery pack is still missing its case and was left at home.  The 440 MHz remote is not going to be used.  All the stuff to take fit into one smaller box.  So that’s all that was put in the car.  

Saturday morning was pleasant, but promised to get hot and humid.  Stanley,  Virginia and I met for breakfast at Hardee’s.  After eating, I followed Stanley, KD4ERF, to the London Elementary Campus at the old London High School Site. Around back is a staging area for the construction consisting of many pallets of brick, stone and wire reinforcements.  My, my, look at all the lovely hiding places.

The retaining wall adjacent to the soccer field beckoned, and the FOX found a nice spot behind the top of the wall in the tall weeds!  The FOX sat down in the midst of the tall weeds and began transmitting at 9 AM.  The FOX was the Icom IC-2AT, FOX controller, 10 volt gel-cell battery pack and a nice black gain type rubber duck antenna.  The FOX radio was set to 1 1/2 W.  

GPS said: 37 degrees and 07.980 seconds N


     84 degrees and 05.244 seconds W


     1251 feet amsl

A chain link fence surrounding the soccer field was directly behind the FOX and proved to distort the signal emanating from the FOX.

The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.925 / 444.275. 

Timeline:

09:00
FOX on the air; Jim N4ICU announced FOX is ON.


09:03
Scotty, W4EFG ID'ed.


09:05
Scotty, W4EFG said he couldn’t hear it.

09:05
Someone asked what freq. and was answered, "147.46".

09:06
Jim tried to tell them, "147.55", doubling prevented their hearing me.

09:08
Mark, KF4IFC, said the FOX was S-9 at Sweet Hollow.

09:09
At Stanley's insistence, he & Jim sat on the benches in the shade with the breeze blowing !! 

09:14   Peter, KJ4ND, ID'ed.

09:15
Carl, K4QKS, called Peter, KJ4ND.

09:17
Carl called out 130 degrees, Marvin, AG4RE, reported strong signal at 180 degrees.

09:17
Peter said it's down toward Lily.

09:18
Carl said he was going out to check his antennas.

09:21 
Carl reported 35-40 degrees, "I just checked it!"

09:22
Peter says he's trying to get on the way; at least some of the guys are hearing it.

09:30
Peter is mobile.

10:01
Scotty calls Peter, says it's full scale here.

10:03
Scotty calls Peter, again,  says it's full scale here.

10:04   Scotty calls, and Jim heard him full scale on the input, he's close.

10:13 
Scotty just turned, ... AWAY from us!

10:19   Peter just pulled in across the street, at London Utilities.

10:20   Scotty pulled in and as they talked, Peter looked over and saw us!!

10:22   Peter is now over here and hunting on foot. Scotty is letting Peter have all the fun.

10:25   Peter is looking real hard at the electric pole, small fence surrounding it, three guy wires and in the weeds  (really closely).

10:28   Peter has gotten the beam out, now he's getting serious.

10:32   Peter back to pole, AGAIN, and begins to pull at the weeds.

10:34   Peter follows signal to door on front of bldg.  Nothing is to be seen.

10:36   Peter goes back to pole, really pulling at the weeds! Still thinks it's there.

10:38   Now, Peter has gone to the back of the bldg. and picking up garbage.

10:40   He stands on the concrete blocks, close (he's standing right under it!!).

10:41   Now, he's going around my car, full scale, but the Fox isn't there.

10:42   Peter has climbed up on the wall!!!!!

10:43   Peter pulls some more weeds, looks at me, big grin, points toward FOX.

Scotty said he went up to the hospital and couldn't hear it at all.  The hospital is line of sight.  The chain link fence must have greatly affected the signal in that direction.  The pole guy wires were in the near RF field and were being excited by the FOX, resulting in a strong signal there.  

The reason Peter kept pointing toward the door on the front of the building was because the FOX was directly on the opposite side and he was closest to it at that door.  Also, on the wall inside were cable guides spaced a wavelength apart, running from ceiling to floor, all along that wall (like a beam antenna).

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, sitting in the shade, N4ICU ………

